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warehouse on autopilot.

But even with the use of an
autopilot, there are
problems. “Everyone drives
down the motorway in fairly
close formation,” explains
Dr Jump. “The technology
exists to enable that to
happen automatically. But
you cannot just have a flying
car and then expect everyone
in the world to figure out
how to deal with it.”

Creating a viable
infrastructure for flying cars
involves devising sensory
systems and flying patterns
that avoid mid-air collisions,
and ﬂndintiways to cope with
the noise that would be
generated by swarms of low-
flying vehicles — perhaps by
directing traffic to avoid
built-up areas. The cars will
also need a simple interface
that enables someone without
training to fly the vehicle
safely: piloting a helicopter
needs to be made as easy as
driving a car.

According to Dr Jump,
“there might be occasions
where the operator wants or
needs to take control [from
the autopilot], for example in
an emergean Apilothasa
series of displays that provide
him with a great deal of
information. Full automation
means you do not need all
that, but if you are in manual
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behave and react for the
average person to flyit.”

If and when these flyin
vehicles arrive, it will not be a
moment too soon. EU figures
show that drivers in London
spend more than 50 hours in
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reduce the maintenance
burden on roads, railways
and airports.
Other potential solutions
| heine explored by scientists |




